
Session P: Responsibility and Technology

This session’s material relates to Chapter 37 of  Dreaming Bigger and is complimentary of
Chapters 38-39.

REVIEW

Activity

Separate into smaller groups. Once the smaller groups are sitting separately in their own circles,
the guide will place the quote from the book on this topic in the middle of the circle and ask a
participant to read the quote: “Today, technology has allowed teens and adults to operate as if
they are on two very separate islands. It has generated a lot of connecting and networking and, at
the same time, a lot of  irresponsibility and isolationism.”

Discussion

Based on the quote above, ask the participants the following questions:

● What are the positives of  technology and social media?
● How have they allowed teens and adults to operate separately?
● What does this mean for teenagers who do not yet have full control of  their lives?
● What is the link between social media and irresponsibility?

Message

Social media allows people from across the world to connect by sharing news, ideas and updating
each other on their lives. Without technology, this would not be possible in the same way, and a
teen’s freedom would remain limited and restricted. Therefore, teenagers use the freedom in a
cyberspace that is practically void of adult presence to express who they are, feeling more open
to experiment. Within this new found freedom, the dangers of irresponsibility and bullying lurk,
and often, we choose to stand by as people are abused or made fun of online. At times, social
media sends the message of “anything goes”, and we are prone to forgetting the meaning of
responsibility.

REFLECT:

Activity

Again in smaller groups, each guide will place the two verses in the middle of the circle, and ask
participants to read aloud.

● Adam blames Eve, and Eve blames the Snake - Genesis (3:11-13)

[And God said] did you eat from the tree of  which I forbid you from eating?

The man said, “The woman you put by my side - she gave me the fruit from the tree, and
I ate it”

…..The woman said, “The snake tricked me, and I ate it ”

● Cain kills his brother Abel, and defuses responsibility - Genesis (4:8-9)
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… Cain set upon his brother Abel, and killed him.

Hashem said to Cain, “where is your brother Abel”, and Cain responded, “I do not
know. Am I my brother's keeper?”

Discussion

● How do all the characters above deny their responsibility?
● Is this a normal response? How often do people disregard their mistakes and actions?
● What is the difference between the two types of  responsibility abdicated in the two

scenarios?

Activity

Hand out a piece of  paper, and tell each participant to separate from the group, sitting as
individuals. They will answer the following questions from the Inner Workout:

● Think of a situation on social media where you decided not to be a bystander and you
took responsibility for a problem. Now name a time you didn’t.

● How could you have behaved differently in that moment?

REVEAL

Reflection - Our sphere of  responsibility
Return to one large group and ask each participant to do the following:

1. Draw four concentric circles
2. In each concentric circle, write the names of people or organizations that you feel

responsible for
● Explain: The innermost circle corresponds to the people or organizations that you feel

the most responsible for.

Discussion
Ask the group the following questions, and if  anyone feels comfortable to share invite them to:

● Who are the people or organisations that you feel responsible for?
● How did it feel to write them down, and rank them based on the sphere of

responsibility?
● How do you behave toward these different people or organisations, both in person or on

social media?
● How different is your behaviour to those in the inner circle, versus those in the outer

ones?

Message and Explain
In an earlier chapter, when articulating your leadership values, you may have stumbled upon a
particular value known as Achrayut, responsibility. Having responsibility means responding when
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something is broken, stepping in to fix it, and following through until the job gets done.
Responsible teen leaders are accountable and reliable.

We saw with Adam and Eve that they both deny their actions and play the blame game, shifting
the responsibility from one to another. Then, later on, Cain, their son, disavows his responsibility
completely.

We are all descendents of Adam and Eve, and today with the rise of online bullying, it’s much
more difficult to act responsibly and with obligation, fostering the bystander mentality. Many
teens today are involved with large social justice causes but, bewilderingly, still don’t intervene
when someone they know is being picked on.

Take a look at your sphere of responsibility, and recognise just how far your actions can truly
reach. By taking upon yourself the responsibility to act as an upstander, you have a chance to
change those around you, and in the online world.

GOD famously questions Adam and Eve by asking them “Ayeka” or “where are you?”. This is a
question for every generation, and we can choose to become the great Jewish leaders of our time
by simply answering His call and saying “Hineni” or “Here I am”.
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