Session R: Relationship with Israel
This session’s material relates to Chapter 41 of Dreaming Bigger.
REVIEW
Activity

As one large group, watch the video together, and then separate into smaller groups

e Video: Israel - Do you see the miracle? (Play 1:09 - 5:55)
bhttps:/ [ wwmw.youtube.com/ watch?v=3HkagO1BrSE

Discussion

In smaller groups, the participants will answer the following questions:
® What does Isracl mean to you?
® What historic event involving Israel is most meaningful to you?

® How do you express your relationship with Israel from the diaspora?

Message

Israel’s historic inception has shaped the Jewish identities of many in the Jewish world today,
whether it be in Israel itself, or for Jews in the Diaspora. Essentially, we all represent some form
of Israel Israel’s creation is absurd, and to any realist, improbable. Yet, it happened, and after
repeated exiles, and hundreds of years of subjugation, pain and suffering, the Jews have found
collective refuge and consolation in the small slither of land that is the State of Israel.

To quote historian Paul Johnson; “In the past half-century, more than 100 new independent
states have come into existence. Israel is the only one whose creation can fairly be called a
miracle.”” And since 1948, Israel has not only survived, but flourished through the sacrifices of
pioneers, soldiers, educators, engineers, philanthropists and others as the global project of the
Jewish people. Israel now boasts an innovative economy, a strong army, a diverse population, and
is the beacon of hope for all Jews in the world. Thus, the question begs: What is your
relationship to this miracle?

REFLECT

Activity 1 - Exploring Israel’s challenges, and embracing them

Remaining in smaller groups, the guide will scatter photos on the floor. The following is a sample
but feel free to use others:
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Each participant will choose 1-3 photos that either interest or trouble them, and explain why.
The participants will then answer the following questions:

® What are some of the challenges that Israel faces today?
® How does the world at large relate to Israel?

® How do you relate to Israel’s issues, and how invested in its challenges are you?
Message and Explain

Earlier we spoke of the miraculous elements of Israel and David ben Gurion once said that “In
Israel, to be a realist, you have to believe in miracles.” This is notwithstanding the fact that Israel
is still a country, and with any country comes struggles, contention and controversy. Israel faces
an on-going conflict with terrorist organisations, is boycotted by many worldwide, and is
continually targeted by the United Nations Human Rights Council, far more than any other
country. There is internal strife and political unrest and an existential threat presented from
others like Iran. As Jewish Leaders, it is important we develop our relationship with Israel,
focussing not only upon the miracle, but also looking at its challenges and issues. The further we
understand Israel’s complexities, the more mature our relationship with Israel becomes.

Activity 2 - Case Study

Remaining in smaller groups, participants will read this case study from our amongst themselves:
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Avi also feels strongly that you don’t have to “agree with everything the Israeli Prime
Minister does.” Avi doesn’t agree with many political decisions made in the United States,
but he still believes in the importance of dignified citizenship: “You don’t have to agree
with the government to support the country.”

When Avi got to university, he realized that he spent most of high school preaching to the
converted. He needed to take his leadership and grow it far outside his Jewish circles.

I was almost oblivious. When I got to college, I stayed in my bubble at first. The first
time I confronted strong disagreement, I thought I could finally practice what I learned.
But the first time I spoke to someone critical of Israel, I couldn’t hold an argument. It
was terrible. It was a good culture shock because I needed to be out of the
“Israel-is-perfect” mentality that I was in in high school.

Explain

We can learn from Avi, and ensure that we are well prepared for holding discussions with others
about Israel. As Jewish leaders, maintaining a relationship with Israel means continually learning
about Israel’s prevalent issues, developing our own opinions of its societal matters and discussing
its situation with confidence. We are obligated to look at the good and the bad, the exciting and
the challenging in order to fully grasp the complexity that is Israel.

Inner Workout
Participants will be handed a pen and paper, and answer the questions individually:
® What’s your 1.Q. (Israel Quotient)? How much do you know about the following (give
yourself a number from 1-10 with 1 being little to 10 being a lot):
1. Israeli history?

2. Politics?

3. Music?

4. Literature?
5. Geography?
6. Sport?

® How can you strengthen your 1Q now?

REVEAL
Returning to the smaller groups, participants will now write down two final answers:

1. As a leader in your community, how do you hope to continue your relationship with
Israel, and why is it important?

2. Are there any groups, organisations or individuals that you can engage with to further
strengthen the relationship?
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Revisiting the Case Study
One participant will read the rest of the Case Study to the group:

Avi’s leadership experience in Israel advocacy took him way beyond his teen years: “I got
involved with the student government association at college because I knew the BDS
vote was coming down the way.”” Those early commitments enabled him to tackle
difficult issues and bring people together, “I met with college Democrats and
Republicans and tried to bring those groups together around Israel. I met international
students I never would have spoken to.” In addition to expanding Avis platform for
Israel advocacy, his political experience helped him expand his empathy, “Those
relationships started with Israel but went beyond it. I started caring about their issues as
they started caring about mine.” Avi learned that in leadership, the relationships and
alliances you make begin to pay important dividends.

Message

As we consider the relationship we have to Israel as individuals and leaders, we cannot forget the
miracle of Israel’s existence, created in one of the most tragic centuries the Jewish people will
ever know. Israel has its challenges too, and its decisions are opposed by many around the world.
Avi, starting from very little, continued to progress his learning of Israel, and his knowledge
allowed for the building of friendships and mutual understanding amongst groups who would
never have agreed upon certain issues before. David Ben Gurion, Israel’s first prime minister,
understood that the State of Israel would forever change the image of the Jew in the world:
“Israel has created a new image of the Jew in the world — the image of a working and an
intellectual people, of a people that can fight with heroism.”

A deeper understanding of the vibrant, nuanced, multi-faceted reality of Israel can allow one to
acknowledge its issues while seeing past its superficial reputation in some circles and appreciate
its inclusivity and flourishing democracy. Whether it be from outside of Israel, where we can
meet, advocate and raise funds for our nation, or in Israel itself, we have the opportunity to add
our names to one page of the very large history book that is Israel. The choices are endless, and
the relationship is yours to build!
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