
Session T: Jewish Youth Pledge

This session’s material relates to Chapters 44-45 of  Dreaming Bigger.

Now that your participants have worked through a wide range of activities that have allowed
them to explore and understand leadership philosophies and practices, it is important to take a
step back and internalize what Jewish leadership means to them and how to translate this into
action that is relevant and personal- creating meaning through helping to build skills, knowledge,
values and lived experiences for Jewish youth. In turn these can help stimulate a sense of
ownership, attachment and connection - ensuring they have maximized this Dreaming Bigger
experience to its full capacity. We partnered with the Jewish Youth Pledge to bring this to life.

REVIEW

Activity

These are two videos that you can choose between to include at this point. They are great for the
participants to reflect on at this point because they assist with sparking ideas and contextualizing
personal conversations about Jewish identity. This should contribute toward shifting their
emotional experiences and feelings of inspiration into potential action - all through developing a
genuine sense of accountability and responsibility as Jews (the pledge) and within their broader
community moving forward.

If there is no access to tech for the videos to be played- assess whether an audio version could be
used or how the messages from the video could be otherwise distributed. It might be beneficial
for the individuals running this program to watch this video first so that they can choose how
best to incorporate and individualize it for their particular group- should tech not be available or
suitable.

Play the Jonathan Sacks video “Why I am a Jew”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAbiFbpQP8o.

- In this whiteboard animation, Rabbi Sacks explains why he is proud to be a Jew and what
it is about Judaism that makes it so unique. This passionate appeal calls on Jews around
the world, from across the political and religious spectrum, to connect to their people,
heritage and faith.

OR

Play the Andrew Lustig video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJe0uqVGZJA&t=65s.

- In this piece of slam poetry- Andrew Lustig beautifully expresses and illustrates what it
means to be a proud Jew and member of the Jewish people, widening the reference
point to be more unique and diverse.

Ask the students to think about what being part of the Jewish People means to them. They must
condense their answers into one word and write it onto a large piece of paper and draw a picture
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that represents this. Go around the circle and ask them to share their thoughts. Participants can
then draw connections between their word and that of others they connect with in the discussion
group.

Questions

After participants have shared their thoughts, the following questions could serve to assist with
the discussion:

1) Which answers did you connect with?
2) Which answers were the most surprising?
3) How would you define your connection to the Jewish People two years ago? What about

now? What do you hope it will be in 2 years?

Explain

This might be the first time that the participants have thought about or connected with their
Jewish identities in this way and it is certainly the first time a this unique moment, which is why it
is important for them to reflect on how this particular experience has impacted the narrative of
being Jewish for them and how it has inspired them to practically and actively live their identities
moving forward.

The educator can of course lead the discussion in a direction suitable for the group. The aim,
however, is for participants to define their place within the Jewish community so that when it
comes to signing the pledge or writing a letter for the time capsule, they can identify and
acknowledge what it means to them more authentically.

Growing and developing as a leader never stops - what is expected of you can often feel bigger
than what you can offer or there’s a level of questioning whether you are being authentically
represented in the work and organizations that you are part of. This is why it is so important to
bring you, on an individual level, into the narrative of leadership through reflection and
introspection- assessing who you are, what your strengths are and wherein lies your passion and
interest so that you can lead, inspire authentically. This can only be accomplished when
individuals are able to explore and understand what experiences have impacted them, how they
could or would replicate this and from whom or where they are drawing their inspiration or
filling their cups.

REFLECT

Begin by sharing this idea with the participants :
A generation that does not remember the past does not deserve to be remembered in the future.
Your role and responsibility to the Jewish people is beginning to evolve as you enter into new
phases of  your lives and the needs of  the Jewish community at large are beginning to change with
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time, which means what is expected of  you will also be changing

We are part of  a larger community. Ask the participants:
- Did this experience make you feel a greater sense of  responsibility to the Jewish people?
- Has this impacted your Jewish identity?

The purpose of this is to widen the definition for the participants around being part of the
Jewish people so it’s not restricted to how they grew up but rather broadened by what they are
choosing for themselves.

Ask the participants whether the program/experience they have just had has made them feel a
greater sense of responsibility to the Jewish people and/or Israel or whether it has impacted their
Jewish identity at all?

Activity
Stories help illustrate important ideas. Consider the following two stories (and any others you
may have) about very different characters who made an active decision to contribute to our
people:

Rabbi Akiva:
One day, while sitting by a stream, Akiva noticed a steady trickle of water dripping on a rock. It
was only a drip, but it was constant – drop after drop after drop. Akiva observed something
incredible: A hole had been carved out by that steady drip of  water.

‘How could it be?’ he wondered.

‘If something as soft as water can carve a hole in solid rock,’ he concluded, ‘how much more so
can words of  Torah – which are as hard as iron – make an indelible impression on my heart.’

That marked a turning point in Rabbi Akiva's life. He committed himself to learning and went
on to become the greatest sage and leader of  his generation, with 24,000 disciples.

This is a powerful analogy that small steps can make a much bigger difference or impact, and
when you see or experience something small, you can implement it into significant change.

Sivan Ya’Ari:
The first time Israeli Sivan Ya’Ari visited Africa, she was only 20 years old in a factory for
Jordache Jeans in Madagascar. While in Madagascar, she had the chance to spend time with
women and children from a nearby village and one night, they took her to a medical center
where she saw women waiting to give birth in complete darkness, doctors could not treat their
patients and the only light was a candle and a small kerosene lamp. It was then that she
understood that without energy, medical centers can’t store vaccines and medications, people
can’t access the water that exists just meters beneath their feet, and without water, people cannot
drink, they cannot grow food, children are unable to attend school as they spend their days
searching for water. By simply harnessing the energy of the sun, it was possible to make a real
and immediate change. This is how her non-profit organization Innovation: Africa was born.
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For the past 13 years, this women-led non-profit organization has deployed clean power
technology to schools, medical centers and communities, providing access to clean water. To
date, the organization has completed over 500 solar and water projects with the aim to complete
an additional 2,000 projects over the next five years by bringing Israeli solar, water and
agricultural technologies to rural African villages across 10 African countries: South Africa,
eSwatini, Uganda, Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia, Cameroon, DRC, Senegal and Ethiopia.

Sivan’s commitment to Tikkun Olam and the pursuit of social justice is what drives one of the
core Jewish values that she wants to impart to others-to not be bystanders. She emphasizes how
“we need to help others, but at the same time we shouldn’t act out of mere compassion. We
should do it because what is still happening right now in parts of the world is unjust. I’d also like
to teach the importance of  curiosity, asking questions and finding a solution”.

Discussion

1) What can we learn from Rabbi Akiva and Sivan?
2) How can we apply this message to our own lives?
3) Does anyone want to share a moment where they experienced this desire to take action

and do something, when they recognized the need?
4) How can you utilize your knowledge and skills to help strengthen your local Jewish

community?
5) What actions do you think you can do to best contribute to your broader

communities moving forward?

Have the group split into pairs and discuss the following:
1) Describe what you would like your future biography to be when you are 50.
2) Pick 1-3 practical ways in which you will strengthen your Jewish self.

Message / Explain

Your role and responsibility to the Jewish people will constantly be evolving as the individuals
you encounter enter different phases of their lives and the needs of the Jewish community at
large are beginning to change with time. We tend to rely on the large, tangible and impactful
events or moments with people to feel as though we are making a difference, but often small
steps can make a much bigger difference or impact, and when you see or experience something
small, you can implement or grow this into significant change. Opportunities to accomplish this
can be found anywhere and at any time, as long as we are willing to see the challenges around us
as inspiration to take action, no matter how insignificant it may seem.
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REVEAL

Activity
What is the Jewish Youth Pledge?
The Jewish Youth Pledge asks Jewish teens and young adults to commit to strengthening the
Jewish community throughout their lives. It calls on them to actively contribute their unique
talents in a range of ways to build up their local communities and global Jewry. The Jewish Youth
Pledge addresses a critical need: To present Jewish teens and young adults with a connection to
their Jewish identity and Israel that is anchored in personal responsibility and agency. The goal of
the pledge is to ignite a surge in Jewish pride that will equip young people with the confidence to
contribute to a strong Jewish future.

- The Jewish Youth Pledge video can be played for the participants at this point.

THIS generation writes the next chapter of  the Jewish story and remains a strong link in the
chain of  generations.

The goal is to transform them from remembering something to re-membering, becoming
members again of this commitment, pledge and community. Explain that tens of thousands of
Jewish youth around the world are signing a pledge to ensure we are part of the Jewish future. It
is general and you can make it what you want, but the idea is we are part of something greater
than ourselves.

- Then distribute the pledge and ask someone to read it aloud
I hereby pledge to act today and throughout my lifetime to strengthen the Jewish people and

Israel. I make this commitment because I have a responsibility to ensure that my generation
writes the next chapter of  the Jewish storyand remains a strong link in the chain of

generations.
- Facilitator encourages campers to sign the pledge as a way of  acknowledging all that

came before them and committing to provide for those who come next.

Share with the participants - that sometimes we have moments of clarity. This is one of them.
When we leave these moments, we need to remind ourselves what is truly important, regardless
of  what we are doing.

Discussion

We need to find a way to tap into what we are feeling or experiencing right now so that we can
feel impacted and inspired by this particular experience regardless of where we are or what we
are doing in our lives. You are about to write a letter that no one will ever read except yourselves
and will receive this at a future point in your life. Make it count

Ask them to think about the following question before writing their letter?
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If  you could meet yourself  in the future, what would you hope to hear that you had
accomplished or contributed? Will what you wrote down that you cared about in the beginning
of  this program be part of  your mission toward tikkun olam?

Invite the participants to write a letter to their future selves in the Time Capsule using this form
https://rqd594rmu1z.typeform.com/to/Cd30MI3r?typeform.

Message / Explain

Conclude with telling them a personal message. Share that:
Today is the first day of  the rest of  your life. You are here for a reason and should take the
inspiration to accept the mantle of  responsibility and write the next chapter of  our people with
distinction.
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